
 

1 

Worship Announcements 
 

This week, to celebrate the beginning of Advent, we will have a ‘parking lot’ worship service with communion. 

Once here, tune in to FM 88.3. The service will also be live streamed on our Facebook page, and posted to the web-

site at umcsj.org. It will remain on the website until Thursday morning each week.  For your convenience bulletins are 

now posted on the website home-page on Thursdays as well as emailed. 

If you would like to make an online contribution to St. James, you can do so by clicking on this link, online giving.  

Reminder: Clicking on any blue underlined words, will take you directly to the site being referenced.   

Greetings, 

   This past Sunday was Christ the King Sunday. So what does that mean? It’s the day when 

we remember the unsurpassed greatness of Jesus Christ. After listening to Pastor Ben’s reading of the 

scripture... Matthew 25: 31-46, I was inspired and decided to change my stewardship message this week.  

“The least of these!” The Matthew 25 passage has made this phrase famous, symbolizing those in our world who 

are the most vulnerable... the sick, the imprisoned, the hungry. And yet, being “the least” is a worldly distinction  

because no one is the least in God’s eyes. All are valuable, all are worthy.  

When we share our tithes and offerings, we don’t do so from a position of superiority, as if we are “the most”  

exercising our benevolence on those below us. We come to this time humbled and grateful, recognizing we all fall 

short of God’s grace, and yet we are offered it in abundance just the same.  

The needs of Matthew 25... clothing, shelter, food, companionship are still needs more than ever today. And God 

has blessed us with the resources to make a difference in people’s lives. Let us give, not out of pity or obligation, but 

out of solidarity with “the least of these,” recognizing that the image of God in them shines as brightly as it does in 

us.  

Let us pray for Hope & Healing. Loving God, you have given us more than we need, and yet misuse our resources 

so that not everyone has enough. Thank you for this time and this reminder that your gifts are for sharing, and for call-

ing us once again to care for the least of these. May these gifts be used to give hope and help begin the healing 

process. Amen.                                                                                                                                                      

 Tom Schemm 

A Word About Worship Attendance... 
Worship attendance is a challenge in this time of COVID-19. You can help! If you watch via Facebook, simply giving 

a thumbs up, or making a comment allows me to count you as being in worship. If you watch only via the website, 

perhaps drop the office a quick email indicating that you watched the service. It does not matter when you are 

tuning in to watch. It is great feedback, that we are making a difference on your spiritual journey with God. Your 

help is very much appreciated.  

November 25, 2020 

  To LuAnn & Conner Van Handel and Wendy, Lil & Ali Lind for putting up our Advent decorations. A 

wonderful piece of normalcy.  

 To all those who have been returning their stewardship cards and pledges. There is still time to mail 

these in. This helps us to plan our budget for 2021. 

To all who share of their time and talents being the hands and feet of Christ for the ministries at St. James and  

beyond. 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 

https://www.facebook.com/umcsj/?ref=aymt_homepage
http://umcsj.org
https://www.umcsj.org/give-online.html?fbclid=IwAR3w57eru2v6CsTEqzryn79E-SA-OYZa1EOUtIbhzL5AH6aXEZzq_xBE3Kw
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Other Announcements 
 

Reminder: Time is running out to place your soup order. 

Monday is the deadline. See page 4 for details. 

Check out our Facebook  page for weekly Sunday school 

lessons.  

Notice: Charge Conference this year will be done virtually 

in conjunction with Emmanuel UMC on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 8th at 6pm. 

If you know of someone who does something special at 

the church, please let the office know so we may mention 

them here. Phone number, 734-5371 or email the office. 

Thank you. 

Advent Bible Study 

As part of our Advent journey, Pastor Ben is also planning a bible study using 

the book, “Why This Jubilee? Advent Reflections on Songs of the Season” by 

James C. Howell. You may purchase the book on Amazon for  $12.99. 

In addition to this being a bible study, it is also an advent devotional which will 

begin on the first Sunday in Advent, November 29th. 

This study will be done via zoom on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30pm beginning 

December 1st for St. James, and Wednesday evenings beginning December 2, 

at 7pm with Emmanuel.  Please let Pastor Ben, or the church office know of your interest. 

Zoom links for the classes will be available as we get closer to the dates. 

A Note From Pastor Ben... 

Our Advent Worship Series this year will be “Caroling 

through Christmas.” Caroling through Christmas this year 

won’t be the same, as we won’t be in worship and singing 

these songs together in the same way.  But these familiar 

songs that tell of the Savior’s birth will always bring us com-

fort, whether we are listening to them as we bake cookies 

or singing with our family around the tree. 

You can help be part of this series! Short videos of you 

and/or your family sharing about your favorite Christmas 

Carol would be very welcome; something that we could 

edit into our online worship service or share periodically 

throughout the month on the church Facebook page. Of-

ten a short video from a phone or tablet can be emailed. 

You can send these directly to me at wisconsinpastor-

ben@gmail.com  If you would like to participate but are 

not comfortable with technology, please contact me and 

we will work to make it happen.  We could meet at the 

church, socially distance outside your home and find ways 

to help each other.  I hope to hear your favorite Christmas 

Carols as we share this journey together.   

Ben Morris, Pastor 

https://www.facebook.com/umcsj/?ref=aymt_homepage
mailto:office@umcsj.org
mailto:wisconsinpastorben@gmail.com
mailto:wisconsinpastorben@gmail.com
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 For all the prayers shared with God on your 

personal journey each day. 

 Prayers for all our shut-ins. 

 Prayer for those who are suffering due to the 

isolation and stress caused by COVID-19. 

 Continued prayers for Diane and Wayne 

DeGrand family. Diane’s uncle Whitlow is re-

covering from COVID-19, and Wayne’s Aunt 

Alice passed away from COVID-19. 

 Continued prayers for Charlie Christenson’s 

sister, Anne. 

 Continued prayers for the essential workers 

and all who work in the medical and social 

services field. 

 Continued prayer for Martina Olson’s hus-

band, Bob. He is currently at Manor Care. Al-

so Bob lost his aunt Bev this week. 

 Continued prayers for our teachers, students, 

and families, as they find ways to safely and 

effectively hold classes.  

 Continued prayers for all in our church family.  

Ongoing intercessory prayer … 

 Joys for those celebrating birthdays and anni-

versaries this week. May you find a special 

way to celebrate. 

 Continued prayers for this nation and the 

world. 

 Continued prayers for all those who are go-

ing through various health issues.  

 Prayers for national unity, for things that are 

both seen and unseen. May there be positive 

change and true awareness.  

 For all who serve or have served in the mili-

tary and other civil service areas. 

 For those in the ‘sandwich’ generation and 

the challenges it can pose.  

 For the United Methodist Church and its lead-

ership. 

Pastor Ben’s Contact Information 
Pastor Ben’s office hours are flexible, so please call or 

email for an appointment at 734-5371, 

wisconsinpastorben@gmail.com 
 

If you are in immediate need of pastoral care,  

please call Pastor Ben directly @ 920-252-9822 

(Please note: Deb’s office hours are 9 a.m.–1 p.m.,  

M – Th. Phone messages left on the office voicemail after  

1 p.m. on Thursday are not answered  

until after 9 a.m. on Monday. Thank you. 

Joys, Prayers & Concerns... 

Lord, hear our prayers. Amen. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,  

faithful  in prayer.”     

Romans 12:12 

You can now submit your prayer requests at 

any time by using this link, prayer request. 

The link goes directly to Pastor Ben. Let us 

know by noon on Thursdays, so we are able 

to mention it in worship. 

 

 
Birthdays 
11/25 Chris Bahr  
 

Anniversaries 

12/01 Paul & Jamie Davies  (15y) 

Our 4th Quarter Mission Offering  
(October to December) 

goes to Salvation Army 

  

There are now 5 ways to give to St. James: 
 

1. When you attend an in-person worship service. 

2.  Mail in your gift or pledge to: 

       St. James UMC 

       100 W. Capitol Drive 

       Appleton, WI 54911 
 

3. Donate on our website by clicking on: umcsj.org 
 

4. Give on your phone through the Give Plus+ App. 

Go to the App Store or Google Play and search 

for "GivePlus+ Church" to download for FREE. You 

can also find St. James on the Give Plus+ App on 

your smartphone or tablet! Search by our zip code 

(54911) and we are the 2nd church listed! 
  

5. Set up auto withdrawal giving with LuAnn  

    Van Handel. 
  

 Note: The same company that handles our auto 

withdrawals, also does the online giving. 

mailto:wisconsinpastorben@gmail.com
https://www.umcsj.org/prayer.html
https://www.umcsj.org/give-online.html
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2020’s (‘un’-Fair) holiday fundraiser 

As the Covid 19 numbers are increasing, like most events for 2020, the St. James Holiday Fair & Craft Sale is not  

to be, so we have come up with an ‘un’-Fair (as in, not a fair).  No cookies, venders or crafts. (O my!)  

Instead we have put our head’s together to come up with an ‘un’-Fair Holiday Fundraiser.  

This will involve three parts. An attempt will be made to explain below... 

Part One…  Soups! 

We thought, what is always popular in winter? Soup of course! 

So we have gathered some of the best soup makers at St. James and we will be selling 3 different soups in 2 differ-

ent quantities. You may pre-order your soup request beginning  October 1st.  Feel free to share this with your friends 

too, perhaps they would also like some delicious soup on a cold day. Soups are to be picked up on Saturday,  

December 5th between the hours of 9 and noon. The other information you need is listed on the order form below. 

Feel free to duplicate as needed. 

(Contact the church office if you need more forms.) 

Soup Pre-Order Slips by Quart or Pint 
Quarts are $10, Pints are $5 (deadline to pre-order is Mon., Nov. 30th) 

(You may pay when you order, or upon pick-up between 9am & noon on Sat., Dec. 5th.) 

 Your Name  _____________________________________ 

  Circle type of soup:   Chili     (with noodles / without noodles) 

      Number of jars    ___quart(s)   OR      ___ pint(s) 
  

    Cheesy potato w/ham and veggies 

 Number of jars    ___quart(s)   OR      ___ pint(s)  
 

     Chicken Booyah 

 Number of jars    ___quart(s)   OR      ___ pint(s)   

Part Two…  Salvation Army.  

   

Part Three… ‘un’-Fair Fundraising.  

This one is a tricky one to explain. Remember when there used to be church salad luncheon fundraisers? After a 

while some churches thought members might be willing to just give a donation instead of using their funds to buy in-

gredients, labor over making all those salads and breads, and then turning around and buying that which they 

made. That is the idea here. Since we will not be making and donating all those wonderful cookies, buns, and crafts, 

we thought you may want to donate the $ you would have spent making, buying, and time selling them to the ‘un’-

Fair Fundraiser.  

To help with the Salvation Army and ‘fair’ donations, there will be an envelope addressed to St. James that will be 

mailed to you along with your quarterly giving statement. You may use this envelope to make your donations to the 

‘un’-Fair fundraiser and/or the Salvation Army. Just mark in your memo line how much you want to go for each.  

Although you are invited to ask friends to purchase jars of soup, there will be no outside advertising for this fundrais-

ing event. Contact Wendy Lind @ 920-810-3449 with questions. 


