The week of Nov. 24 to 30, 2021

“Putting

Christ first in all that we do.”

Advent Candle Lighting
If interested please click here, to
contact the church office.
We are looking for families, groups, (ie: men’s breakfast, etc.) or individuals who are interested in doing a
small reading, and lighting an advent candle this
Advent season during worship. The dates needed are
as follows…

Announcements
Advent Candle Lighting readers are needed starting
Sunday. The readings are short and will be provided
for you. Please see the article at the right.
Decorating the sanctuary and narthex for Advent
will begin at 8:30am on Friday November 26th. All are
welcome to come and help.

Sunday, November 28
Sunday, December 5
Sunday, December 12
Sunday, December 19
Friday, Dec. 24 7 p.m.

We are looking for people to host fellowship time on
Sunday mornings. If you have any questions contact
the church office.

Ali, Lil & Wendy Lind
The Schemms

Holiday Fair
December 4, 2021

There will be a special charge conference regarding the Boy Scouts of America, bankruptcy case and
how it may affect chartering UMC churches.

To be put on a waiting list for a vender
spot, contact Michelle Price
at 920-851-7531 or Mamashellzabell@att.net.

This will be via Zoom, on December 2nd, at 7:30
p.m. The link and passcode are listed below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9314977935
Passcode: JesusZooms

Crafters needed for the Holiday Fair. We welcome
all crafters. Contact Wendy Lind for more information &
questions at 920-810-3449.

Worship Information

We will also be looking for cookie & candy makers, and
bell ringers. Sign up sheets are available at the
Connection Center.

Worship is at 8:45 a.m. A recorded worship video is
also available on our Facebook page and our website umcsj.org.

December’s Sunday School Schedule

During this time of COVID 19, if you are staying
“safe at home,” and you wish to receive communion, please contact the church office and we can
set up an appointment for a pastoral visit.

The next session of Sunday School will be Dec.12th.
Three-year-olds through first grade will be taught by
Diane Linstad. Second grade through sixth grade will
be taught by Mary Schemm. We could use more
teachers! If you are interested in helping, contact
Mary Schemm (920-450-1963) or the church office.

If you would like to make an online contribution to
St. James, you can do so by clicking on this link,
online giving.

This Sunday’s Laity Team
Usher ………..……….…..Carol Carlson
Reader …………………..Kay Christenson
Counters…………………Nancy VDO & Carol Carlson
Sound ………………...….Bill Kraemer
Hospitality………………..Schemms
Music……………………..Praise Team

Upcoming Events (see the full calendar page)
Nov. 25
Office Closed for Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 26
Hanging of the greens 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 28-Dec 2 Holiday Fair preparation begins
Nov. 29
Video Game group (4-10 pm)
Dec. 4
Holiday Fair
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Another Room Is Getting Painted!
As part of the building revitalization
project, Fellowship Hall is getting a
facelift, of sorts. The room will be painted the week of January 10-14. Tom
Graf has agreed to paint the upper
walls and others will be painting the
bottom half. If you would like to be a part of this project, contact Wendy Lind at 920-810-3449.

Answers to prayers come in various ways,
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days.
And some take years to fully unfold
the harvest of love and blessings they hold.

You can now submit your prayer requests at any
time by using this link, prayer request.
This link goes directly to Pastor Ben.

St. Joe’s Food Pantry
Click on the graphic for a current list of needed
items for St. Joseph’s.

 For all the prayers of your heart, shared with God on
your personal journey each day and may we give
thanks for all answered prayers.

Non-perishable donations are needed. Currently
there is a great need for 12-count egg cartons. Thank
you for your continued generosity!

 Prayers for the Linstad family at the passing of Helen
Ann Linstad, a founding member of St. James.
 Prayers for Peggie Zepplin who injured her wrist in a
fall last week.

Community Activities and Outreach Links

 Prayers for the people of Waukesha WI.

The Thompson Center (Retiree activities)

 Continued prayers for the Afghan refugees.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry (List of pantry needs)

 Prayers for those in our midst, who are experiencing
or recovering from COVID 19.

COTS (Transitional shelter)
Emmanuel UMC (Wednesday night meals)

 Continued prayers for Mary, Alex and Beth Thomas.

Holy Spirit, Darboy (Free Sunday Supper dates)

Ongoing intercessory prayer …

Pillars (Housing assistance)

 Joys for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week. May you find a special way to
celebrate.

Esther (Interfaith social-justice organization)
Leaven (Resources & financial aide)

 For all who serve or have served in the military and
other civil service areas.

NAMI (Nat. Alliance on Mental Illness, Fox Valley)

 Continued prayers for our nation. May we be
understanding of all our neighbors near and far.

Community Clothes Closet (clothing)

Fox Cities Salvation Army (meal assistance & pantry)

 Continued prayers for our church family, especially
our shut-ins.

There are many ways to give to St. James:

 For those in the ‘sandwich’ generation and the
challenges that can occur.

1. When you attend an in-person worship service.
2. Mail in your gift or pledge to:
St. James UMC
100 W. Capitol Drive
Appleton, WI 54911

 For the United Methodist Church and it’s leadership.
 Continued prayers for all those who are going
Lord, hear our prayers. Amen.

3. Donate on our website at: umcsj.org/Give Online

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful
in prayer.” Romans 12:12

4. The Give Plus+ App is now Vanco Mobile. Go to the
App Store or Google Play and search for "Vanco
Mobile" and download for FREE. Search for your
church name, St. James UMC, 54911. Enter your
payment method. (You can save this information
for future use!) Choose whether you want to cover
processing fees. Click Submit to complete your donation. (Same company, new name.)

Birthdays this week
11/25 Chris Bahr

Anniversaries

5. Set up auto withdrawal giving with our Financial
Secretary, LuAnn Van Handel.

None this week
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November 22, 2021
Greetings in the hope we have in Christ.
Today I invite our siblings in Christ to a time of prayer for the people of Waukesha. May we
remember in prayer those who grieve, those recovering, community leaders, our
responder community, and the spiritual leadership of our congregations, as well as our
ecumenical and interfaith partners. We lift parents and teachers and all who plant seeds of
meaning in the face of tragedy. These are days to increase the neighborliness of the
gospel as we learn more details of the tragedy that took place during their Christmas
parade. As families gather this week, may prayers at our table give thanks for our God
and seek the Shalom for which we wait.
We give thanks for the way clergy and congregations in Waukesha have responded to
plan a vigil, offer support in their churches, and partner with grief support being offered in
the non-profit community. If you would like to give a financial gift, the Waukesha County
Community Foundation, the United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County have
joined together to create the “United for Waukesha Community Fund.” This fund will
support the needs of the families impacted from Sunday’s tragic incident at the annual
Waukesha Christmas Parade. www.waukeshafoundation.org/parade.
Thank you.
In the hope of Christ.
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Thank you to Charlie Christenson for delivering
the winter clothing previously collected, to The
Community Clothes Closet. This will benefit the
Afghan Refugees.

Virtual CROP Walk
There is still time to donate
to this mission project. For
your convenience you can
make your donation
through St. James, just
mark your mission
donation, CROP Walk.
For questions, contact
Kay Christenson.

Website: UMCSJ.ORG
Email: office@umcsj.org
Like us on Facebook
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:
9 A.M. – 1 P.M., MONDAY – THURSDAY

Thank you to Rick Bahr for mulching our leaves to prepare
the lawn for winter.
Thank you to Tom and Mary Schemm for hosting fellowship
time this past Sunday.
Thank you to Rick Bahr for doing the final prep work for the
snow blowing season by being sure the snow blower is ready
to go. Now we just need more volunteers to move the snow.

A Cookie & Soup Sale at Emmanuel UMC
Sat., Dec. 11 from 8 a.m. to 12n.
Everything is pre-packaged:
 Small clear boxes fudge ($8 each)
 Large clear boxes cookies/candy ($10 each)
 Pint and Quart containers for soup ($5 / $10 each)
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November 20, 2021
We Persist: A Reflection by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
Dear Siblings in Christ,
Greetings in the hope that is ours in the gospel.
By now you know Kyle Rittenhouse was acquitted on all the charges stemming from the night the seventeen-year-old violated curfew and took an AR-15 to a protest. During that protest, he shot three men,
killing two. He claimed the violence was in self-defense. The protest was in response to the police shooting of Jacob Blake. Blake was shot in the back multiple times, leaving him paralyzed.
Many of you have been reflecting on the verdict yesterday. I have been in prayer and perplexed reflection. I come to you today to offer a pastoral word as part of our praxis that must bend toward justice.
Mr. Rittenhouse may have been acquitted by a jury of his peers, but we must not confuse this with moral exoneration for bringing a loaded AR-15 to a protest and helping to create the conditions that led to
a loss of life. In the 2016 Book of Resolutions, we are reminded that Jesus called his followers to be
peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) and “we call upon United Methodists to prayerfully address gun violence in
their local context (para. 3428).” Yet, more deeply, this tragedy is about more than gun violence.
Our systems are not designed to deliver a common good that reflects equity and God’s dream of shalom. Our systems deliver unequal health outcomes, education outcomes, economic outcomes, and justice outcomes, and that was being protested. This verdict increases the likelihood of vigilante justice
which exacerbates the harm of unequal justice.
In Luke 18:1-8, “Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.” In
that local context there was a judge who did not respect God or people. In telling this parable, Jesus
centers a woman whose voice breaks the culture of silence that shields broken justice. Jesus centers the
voice that does not have an advocate in the delivery of justice. For those who are bystanders in the parable, and perhaps for many of us, the first casualty of injustice is that we no longer imagine God’s newness is possible. We forget God can break into our moments with justice and mercy. It is the widow’s persistent cry for justice that embarrasses the judge into delivering the integrity owed to her. The widow’s
speech and action remind the world how far we are from God’s Shalom--until the truth becomes too
painful to deny. Persistence does not give up the legitimacy of justice because it has not yet been delivered. The widow does not hand over her moral compass in resignation. Her speech and action persist
until a failed system speaks God’s agency.
The passage continues with some pointed questions for the disciples: “will not God grant justice,” and,
“when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Not only would our speech and action pester
the world for Shalom, but we must also create our own systems that embarrass the world’s inequity. We
must also persist in our own house until we create our own systems of equity so that the Son of Man finds
us faithful. What we can we do? Pray and not lose heart. Persist with speech and action that boldly
hopes in God’s capacity for newness. Create systems with the hopeful imagination of the prophets who
looked for a day that weapons would become farm implements and we would not hurt or destroy on
God’s holy mountain. We must not relinquish the hope that we have in the gospel of God.
I am praying for the people of Kenosha, for systems to increase justice, and for our own advance of
racial justice and radical inclusion as we make disciples for the transformation of the world. I appreciate
your faithfulness and persistence. In Christ, we persist. Thank you for your ministry.
In the hope of Christ,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
24

25 Office
closed

November

28 1st Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Praise Practice
8:45 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. GCC Worship

Thursday

Friday
26

Saturday
27
Advent
candle
readers
needed
beginning
tomorrow

Hanging
of the
greens
beginning
.
at 8:30 a.m.
29
4-10 p.m.
Video Game
Group

30
Giving Tuesday
6:30 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

1

2

3

1:30pm
Bible Study

4

Vender
Set-up
6-8 pm

Holiday Fair
Vender
set-up
7-9am
Fair hours
9am - 2pm

Hello
December

Set Up for Holiday Fair
5 2nd Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Praise Practice
Communion
8:45 a.m. Worship

6
4-10 p.m.
Video Game
Group

7
6:30 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

8
1:30pm
Bible Study

9

10

13
4-10 p.m.
Video Game
Group

14
6:30 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

15
1:30pm
Bible Study

16

17

20
4-10 p.m.
Video Game
Group

21
6:30 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

22

23

24
25
8:00 p.m.
In-Person
Christmas
Eve Worship

26 1st Sun. after Christmas 27
4-10 p.m.
8:00 a.m. Praise Practice
Video Game
8:45 a.m. Worship
Group
10:15 a.m. GCC Worship

28
6:30 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

29

30

31

1-4pm
Member Use
of Fellowship
Hall

10:15 a.m. GCC Worship
12 3rd Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Praise Practice
8:45 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. GCC Worship
19 4th Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Praise Practice
8:45 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. GCC Worship
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18
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