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Announcements 
Before fellowship on Sunday we will be taking down 

some of the Christmas decorations. Please help if you 

are able. We want to take down what we can before 

Bethel church comes. Thank you. 

The next Ladies Breakfast will be Thursday, January 

8th at Galvan’s. 

The next Kid’s Church will be Sunday, January 11th. 

Free Daily Bread devotionals have been restocked 

at the Connection Center for December, January, and 

February. 

“Putting Christ first in all that we do.” 

The week of  Dec. 31-Jan. 2, 2026 

   Thanks to Tom & Mary S. for hosting hospitality 

this past Sunday and those who contributed the 

wonderful treats. Your contributions to this vital  

ministry in the life of St. James are appreciated by 

all. 

A very sincere thank you to all the un-named, who 

share of their time and talents week after week for 

the ministries of St. James. 

You may not always be named but please know 

how much you are appreciated. 

Join us for worship every Sunday at 8:45 am 

100 W. Capitol Drive, Appleton 

www.umcsj.org  

Laity Team for Sunday January 4 

Usher . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Clark 

Reader . . . . . . . . . Lori Larson 

Counters. . . . . . . . Tom Schemm & Carol Carlson 

Music. . . . . . . . . . . Praise Team 

Tech Team . . . . . . Bill Kraemer & Deb Ebben 

Communion Prep. . .  Deb Ebben 

Communion Server. . Tom & Mary Schemm 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS: 

9 A.M. – 2 P.M., MONDAY – WEDNESDAY 

Birthdays 

1/6 John Lind 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS: 

9 A.M. – 2 P.M., MONDAY – WEDNESDAY 

Pastor Rok’s Schedule 

Pastor Rok wants everyone to know that he is  

doing phone calls and home visits. So don’t be  

surprised if you get a call from a Washington phone 

number. (You may want to put his number,  

202-227-0313 in or near your phone.) For email  

contact, his address is: cakanrok@gmail.com. He is 

available anytime. 

Here are Pastor Rok’s office hours... 

 Wednesday a.m. St. James 

 Wednesday p.m. Emmanuel 

 Thursday a.m. Emmanuel 

 Thursday p.m. St. James 

Pastor Rok would like you to know that in the after-

noons, he may be out of the office visiting people. 

The 4-week Advent Bible Study will  

continue at St. James after Christmas on 

Wed, Jan. 7 & 14 at 1:30pm at St. James. 

http://www.umcsj.org
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 For all the prayers of your heart, shared with 

God on your personal journey each day and 

may we give thanks for all answered prayers. 

 Blessings for all that God provides. May we  

always remember that each day is a gift and 

we should use it for good. 

 Travel mercies to all who are traveling this  

holiday week. 

 Prayers for the Countney family for the loss of 

Paul’s brother Mark. 

 Continued prayers for Diane D.’s granddaugh-

ter Elaine - that the babies can remain in 

mommy as long as possible. Elaine is still  

hospitalized on bedrest and that seems to be 

helping. 

 Continued prayers for Kay’s brother Mark, that 

this round of chemo has more successful  

results. 

 Continued prayers for Joan C.’s brother Dick. 

He needs prayers for healing so he can build 

up strength to walk again. He is 86.  

 Prayers for those who are needlessly suffering 

due to food insecurity, especially the children. 

 Prayers for those suffering loss due to weather 

extremes. If you would like to help, you can 

make a donation through St. James. Put 

“UMCOR” in your memo line. 

 Prayers for those being deported unjustly. 

Ongoing intercessory prayer… 

 Joys for those celebrating birthdays and  

anniversaries this week.  

 Continued prayers for our church family, and 

special prayers for our shut-ins. 

 Prayers that we patiently listen to each other 

and always choose kindness and compassion 

over hatred and fear. 

 Prayers for the future of our country. 

 Prayers for our immigrants, and others who are 

oppressed.  

Joys, Prayers & Concerns... 

Lord, hear our prayers. Amen. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”   
Romans 12:12 

New Year Prayer:  

Thank you Lord for giving me the brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should as each new day I tread. 

Give me gentle wisdom that I might help a friend, give 

me strength and courage so a shoulder I might lend. The 

year ahead is empty, help me fill it with good things. Each 

new day filled with joy and the happiness it brings. Amen. 

Calendar of Giving 

Thank you to everyone who is  

contributing to the  

Calendar of Giving.  

This program continues until  

January 11th. 

Because this is a replacement for 

CROP Walk, any financial  

donations will go to  

Church World Service to help with 

hunger locally and around the world. 

Holiday Lights and Wire Recycling 

From now until January 31st you have the opportunity to   

discard your failed Christmas lights, wire, old extension 

cords etc. for recycling. In this way your failed items will 

be kept from the landfill and recycled for the useful  

components within. There will be a collection box in or 

near the coat room.  

The Greenville sustainability committee is the sponsor. 

          Scripture Keys to a Joyful New Year 

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 

A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 

P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18) 

P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 

Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 

 

N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galat. 6:10) 

E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 

Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16) 

E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 

A im at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 

R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16) 

— Gus Nichols 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   31 

NO 

 Vets & Friends  

 Brunch 
 

 

1    Office   

      Closed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Office      

Closed 
 

No  V & F 

Breakfast 
 

6-8pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

3 
 

 

4 Epiphany Sunday 

    Communion Sunday 

8:10 am   Praise Practice 

8:45 am  Worship  

9:45 am  Fellowship 
 

11am-2pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

5 
 

4-11pm  

Gamer club 
 

 

6   

6:30pm  

Praise team 

practice 

7 
 

10am to noon 

 Vets & Friends  

 Brunch 
 

1:30 pm 

Bible Study 

8    Office  

      Closed 
 

9am 

Ladies  

Breakfast  
 

6-9pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

9      Office  

        Closed 
 

8am-10am  

 V&Fs 

 Breakfast 

6-8pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

10 
 

 

11 Baptism of the Lord  

         Sunday School 

8:10 am   Praise Practice 

8:45 am  Worship 

9:45 am  Fellowship 
 

11am-2pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

12  
 

 

4-11pm  

Gamer club 
 

 

 

13 

6:30pm  

Praise team 

practice 

14 
 

8:30am new time 

Men’s Breakfast 
Black Bear 
 

10am to noon 

 Vets & Friends  

 Brunch 
 

1:30 pm 

Bible Study 

15   Office   

        Closed 
 

6-9pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

16    Office   

       Closed 
 

8am-10am  

 V&Fs 

 Breakfast 

6-8pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

17 

 

18    2nd Sunday after  

             Epiphany 

8:10 am   Praise Practice 

8:45 am  Worship  

9:45 am  Fellowship 
 

11am-2pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

19 
 

4-11pm  

Gamer club 
 

5:30pm 

 Ladies Nite 

Out 

20 

6:30pm  

Praise team 

practice 
 

 

21  
 

10am-noon 

 Vets & Friends  

Brunch 
 

 

22    Office         

       Closed 
       

6-9pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

23  Office  

     Closed 
 

8-10am   

 V&Fs 

 Breakfast 
 

6-8pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

24 

 

25    3rd Sunday after  

             Epiphany 
 

8:10 am   Praise Practice 

8:45 am  Worship  

9:45 am  Fellowship 
 

11am-2pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

26     

4-11pm  

Gamer club 
 

 

27 

6:30pm  

Praise team 

practice 

 

28 

10am to noon 

 Vets & Friends  

 Brunch 
 

 

29    Office   

      Closed 
 

 

6-9pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

 
 

30   Office          

       Closed 
 

8-10am   

 V&Fs 

 Breakfast 
 

6-8pm 

Iglesia Bethel 

31 

6am-noon 

Iglesia 

Bethel 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Food Drive  

Begins 

November 17 

Graham 

Crackers 

November 18 

Cereal  

November 19 

Instant  

Potato pouches  

November 20 

Peanut butter 

November 21 

Canned 

soup 

(with pull top) 

November 22 

Romen  

noodles 

Bag or cups 

November 23 

On the altar in the 

boxes provided. 

Granola bars 

November 24 

Boxes of  

Oatmeal  

packets 

November 25 

Rice 

Pre-made 

pouches 

November 26 

Canned  

Chicken 

November 27 

Fruit 

canned or cup 

November 28 

Granola bars 

 

 

November 29 

Applesauce 

jar or cups 

November 30 

Place your items 

under the  

sanctuary tree 

Soda Crackers 

December 1 

Canned Soup 

(with pull top) 

December 2 

Romen  

noodles 

Bag or cups 

December 3 

Instant  

Potato pouches 

December 4 

Rice 

Pre-made 

pouches 

December 5 

Peanut butter 

December 6 

Jam or Jelly 

December 7 

Place your items 

under the  

sanctuary tree 

Ritz Crackers 

December 8 

Romen  

noodles 

Bag or cups 

December 9 

Canned 

soup 

(with pull top) 

 

December 10 

Microwavable 

Macaroni and 

Cheese 

 

December 11 

Applesauce 

jar or cups 

December 12 

Canned  

Veggies 

(with pull top) 

December 13 

Boxes of  

Oatmeal  

packets 

December 14 

Place your items 

under the  

sanctuary tree 

Granola bars  

December 15 

Canned  

Chicken 

December 16 

Tuna 

can or pouch 

December 17 

Canned  

veggies 

(with pull top) 

December 18 

Fruit 

canned or cup  

 

 

December 19 

Cereal 

December 20 

Granola bars 

December 21 

Place your items 

under the  

sanctuary tree 

Jam or Jelly 

December 22 

Peanut butter 

December 23 

Rice 

Pre-made 

pouches 

December 24 

Boxes of  

Oatmeal  

packets 

December 25 

 Chicken  

Canned or 

pouches 

December 26 

Fruit 

canned or cup 

December 27 

Microwavable 

Macaroni and 

Cheese 

December 28 

Place your items 

under the  

sanctuary tree 

Cereal 

December 29 

 Graham  

Crackers 

 

December 30 

Canned  

Chicken 

December 31 

Canned 

soup 

(with pull top) 

 

January 1 

Peanut butter 

January 2 

Instant  

Potato 

pouches 

 

January 3 

Romen  

noodles 

Bag or cups 

January 4 

Fruit 

canned or cup 
 

January 11 

Last Day to drop 

off 

January 5 

 Cereal  

January 6 

Canned Soup 

(with pull top) 

January 7 

Boxes of  

Oatmeal  

packets 

January 8 

Applesauce 

jar or cups 

January 9 

Peanut butter 

January 10 

Ritz Crackers 

“Calendar of Giving” 
     Once again we are doing our “Calendar of Giving”.  We began November 17th, and will continue through  

January 11th. On the calendar below is a suggested non-perishable food item for each day of the week.  Pull top 

lids are appreciated when possible as many do not have a means to open them. Also we have discovered that 

many need to use a microwave to cook, stoves may not be available. We will place our non-perishables on the  

altar in the boxes provided (near the tree once it is up). This collected food will go to the Emmanuel UMC neighbor-

hood pantry and to the area schools for children who need food on the weekends through the backpack program.   

As you may recall, this is to replace “CROP Walk”. If shopping for food is not your thing, we will gladly collect  

money to donate to Church World Service, which also helps with food insecurity. Mark your financial donation as 

“Church World Service”. 

     We hope everyone will participate in whatever way you are able. Some suggested bargain places to shop are... 

Dollar General, Dollar Tree, and Aldi’s, as well as your favorite store’s weekly sale ads.  Happy hunting! 
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Website: UMCSJ.ORG    
Email: office@umcsj.org 

Like us on Facebook 
 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS: 
9 A.M. – 2 P.M.  

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 

Our 1st Quarter mission offering  

will go to UMCOR 

United Methodist Committee on Relief  

(Jan. Feb. March.) 

Cans for COTS 
(Community Outreach Transitional Shelter) 

 

Did you know that St. James collects aluminum bever-

age cans? If you find that you don’t know what to do with 

yours, you may bring them in and we will recycle them. 

There is a collection container near the furnace room. All 

proceeds will go into the COTS mission.  

Thanks to Chris & Rick Bahr for cashing in our cans and  

always looking for the best value. To date we have  

collected $259.75 since we began cashing in cans. 

   New participants are welcome to join this ministry at 

any time. Each person makes a component of the meal 

(such as dessert) at home, and then someone delivers 

the completed meal. For more information, contact Kay 

Christenson at christenson4@live.com.  

Used Medical Equipment Needed 

The Lions Clubs of the Fox Valley have joined 

together to open a place that will loan out 

medical equipment. We need to gather gen-

tly used and clean medical equipment listed 

below.   
 

 Wheelchairs  

 Rollators  

 Gait Belts  

 Walkers  

 Ice Machines   

 Grabbers  

 Canes   

 Travel Chairs   

 Crutches  

 Toilet Risers/Commodes   

 Bed Rails  

 Knee Scooters   

 Transfer Benches   

 Shoe Horns  

 Incontinence Supplies 
 

Take to: 

312 W. Northland Avenue, Appleton 

The Thompson Center is now the 

Mary Beth Nienhaus Activity Center 
Here is a hyper-link (you just need to click on it) which 

is filled with all kinds of activities for those over 50 

years of age.  

They have moved to 3000 E. College Ave. 

Senior Activity Center 

Did You Know? 

If you have an old pair of eye glasses that 

are no longer useful to you, you may donate 

them to the Lion’s Club. Place them in the square buck-

et that is on the shelf next to the Connection Center 

table. If you need help finding it, ask Deb Kraemer. 

What Is Phone Pals 

Are you looking for volunteer work to fill the winter 

days? Are you in need of companionship? Phone Pals is a 

confidential telephone outreach program for homebound 

adults, people with disabilities who live alone, and people 

who lack a social support system.  

Calls are from trained and vetted volunteers. You and 

your volunteer agree on a time and how often to call. 

There is no charge.  

If you would like to volunteer to be someone's Phone 

Pal, or sign up to receive calls from a Phone Pal,  call Vol-

unteer Fox Cities at 920-832-9360. All volunteers are vet-

ted. 

We are now a collection site for plastic grocery 
bags etc. The collection box is in the coat room. 
Details can be found at the Connection Center. 

Non Perishable Food Collections will now be  

given to Emmanuel's Neighborhood Pantry. For 

your convenience and higher visibility, we have 

moved the collection container to the back of the 

sanctuary.  

         No pressure, give as the spirit moves you. 

http://www.umcsj.org/
mailto:office@umcsj.org
https://www.facebook.com/umcsj/?ref=aymt_homepage
mailto:christenson4@live.com
https://thetcol.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/20250601N.pdf

