Ol JAMIES WEEKLY E-NEWS

“Putting Christ first in all that we do.”

Join us for worship every Sunday at 8:45 am
100 W. Capitol Drive, Appleton

www.umcsj.org

The week of Dec. 17-23, 2025

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:

9 AM. -2 P.M., MONDAY — WEDNESDAY

Announcementis

We are in need of an usher the 6:30pm Christmas Eve
Service. We are also in need one more tech team per-
son for the 6:30pm Christmas Eve Service, and for Sun-
day, Dec. 28th.

Sunday school has been moved to this Sunday, Dec.
21st.

There is still time to hand in your 2026 pledge cards.
Just mail in, or drop off at the church anytime.

Laity Team for Sunday

Usher........... Wayne DeGrand
Reader......... Gary Linstad

Counters. . ...... Deb Ebben & Rich Stewart
Music........... Praise Team

TechTeam...... Bill Kraemer & LUANN Van Handel

Pastor Rok’s Schedule

Pastor Rok wants everyone to know that he is
doing phone calls and home visits. So don’t be
surprised if you get a call from a Washington phone
number. (You may want fo put his number,
202-227-0313 in or near your phone.) For email
contact, his address is: cakanrok@gmail.com. He is
available anytime.

Here are Pastor Rok’s office hours...
Wednesday a.m. St. James
Wednesday p.m. Emmanuel
Thursday a.m. Emmanuel
Thursday p.m. St. James

Pastor Rok would like you to know that in the after-
noons, he may be out of the office visiting people.

P There will be a 4-week Advent Bible Study
= S8al beginning Dec. 3rd. It is offered Wednes-
s days at 2pm at St. James and after Dinner
" % Church around 6:15pm at Emmanuel
e JMC. The cost of the book is $17.32

Birthdays
12/17 Debra Ebben 12/23 Carol Carlson

\eﬁ LLW Thanks to Jan & Dave Hegg and Jalaine
D( NE! Streng for hosting hospitality this past Sunday
g and those who conftributed the wonderful

freats. Your confributions fo this vital ministry
in the life of St. James are appreciated by all.

Thank you to Mary Schemm, Paul Counthey and
Pastor Rok for delivering 3 loads of food items to Fer-
ber School and Emmanuel Church.

Thank you tfo Tom Graf and Bill Kraemer for clear-
ing our sidewalks and entrances of snow. Also
thanks to Dave Hegg for clearing the auxiliary exits.

A very sincere thank you to all the un-named, who
share of their fime and talents week after week for
the ministries of St. James.

You may not always be named but please know
how much you are appreciated.

Please email the office or call at 920-734-5371, if
you know of someone who does something special
at the church. Thank you.

—_——_—————————
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PRAY MORE

oy Lo

Joys, Pravers & Concerns...

e For all the prayers of your heart, shared with
God on your personal journey each day and
may we give thanks for all answered prayers.

e Blessings for all that God provides. May we
always remember that each day is a gift and
we should use it for good.

e Prayers for Paul’s brother Mark who has en-
tered hospice.

e Prayers for the Brown University shooting.

e Prayers for Jeannine S.'s daughter who was
hospitalized due to an infection from a tooth
extraction.

e Bev S. asked for prayers for a nephew who
had a large mass removed from his colon.

e Kay C. asked for prayers for those are experi-
encing a "blue Christmas.”

e Continued prayers for Diane D’s. granddaugh-
ter Elaine - that the babies can remainin
mommy until at least 24 weeks. Elaine is cur-
rently hospitalized and on bed rest until the
babies arrive.

e Continued prayers for Kay's brother Mark,
whose cancer is back. Prayers that the next
round of chemo has more successful results.

e Continued prayers for Joan C.’s brother Dick.
He needs prayers for healing so he can build
up strength to walk again. He is 86.

e Prayers for those who are needlessly suffering
due to food insecurity, especially the children.

e Prayers for those suffering loss due to weather
extremes. If you would like to help, you can
make a donation through St. James. Put
“UMCOR” in your memo line.

e Prayers for those being deported unjustly.
Ongoing intercessory prayer...

o Joys for those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries this week.

e Continued prayers for our church family, and
special prayers for our shut-ins.

Lord, hear our pravers. Amen.

“Be J'oxfu[ in hope, patient in aﬁlicﬁon, faithfu[ in prayer.”

Romong 12:12

Advent Candle Lighting
December 21st Wendy Lind & Lucas, Ally & Bryley

Christmas Eve (6:30pm) Sherry Schreiner & Bell Davies -

Holiday Lights and Wire Recycling

From now until January 31st you have the opportunity to
discard your failed Christmas lights, wire, old extension
cords etfc. for recycling. In this way your failed items will

be kept from the landfill and recycled for the useful
components within. There will be a collection box in or
near the coat room.

The Greenville sustainability committee is the sponsor.

Calendar of Giving

Thank you to everyone who is
conftributing to the
Calendar of Giving.

So far, 3 car loads have been
delivered, 1 to Edna Ferber
Elementary School’s "backpack”

program and 2 to et
Emmanuel’'s neighborhood pantry. ¢

This program continues until
January 11th.

Because this is a replacement for
CROP Walk, any financial donations will go to Church
World Serve to help with hunger locally and around the
world.

CHRISTMAS EVE ALTAR POINSETTIAS

Thank you to those who let me know that you plan to
bring a poinsettia to decorate the altar. We have 6 this
year, we could use a few more.

You can sfill bring a poinsettia, but | cannot guarantee
the names will be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin
insert.

You may drop-off your flower in the library. The closer to
December 23rd the better. December 21 is a Sunday
and a convenient time to drop off. Office hours are
9am to 2pm on the 22nd & 23rd. Drop off flowers NO
LATER THAN 10am, Dec. 23rd. Poinsettias may be taken
home after the 6:30pm Christmas Eve worship service.

Thank you.




November 17, 2025

Dear Kay,

The basic comforts of a warm bed, a healthy meal, and a regular doctor’s
visit are beyond the grasp of too many in our community. The ongoing
economic challenges have pushed members of our community who have
never experienced homelessness to reach out to COTS. We are processing

more applications than ever before. The need for COTS transitional shelter

program continues to grow.

As we embrace this season of giving, we ask for your support to bring hope
to those we serve. Currently, over 80 community members call our shelters
home, relying on the many basic needs we provide, including shelter, food,
health care, and counseling. By sharing some of the most basic of needs,
individuals can focus on the hard work of overcoming the barriers that led

them to homelessness and envision a path to self-sufficiency.

We are deeply grateful for your steadfast support and commitment in our
mission. Together, we CAN end homelessness in the Fox Valley.

Sincerely,
R
Cindy Sahotsky John Schmidt

Executive Director & President Board Chairman



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
17 18 Office 19 Office 20
10am to noon Closed Closed
Vefts & Friends |6-9pm 8am-10am
Brunch Iglesia Bethel | Vets & Friends
Breakfast
6-8pm
lglesia Bethel
21 4th Sunday of Advent |22 23 24 Christmas 25 Office 26 Office 27
8:10 am Praise Practice |4.11 pm 6:30pm Eve Closed Closed é6am-noon
8:45 am Worship Gamer club Praise team No meal for Merry No V &F Iglesia
9:00 am Sunday School practice Vets & Friends Christmas  [Breakfast Bethel
9:45 am Fellowship 6:30pm 6-8p.m
11lam-2pm Candle- lglesia Bethel
Iglesia Bethel light %N
i =8 Worship 6-9pm
First Day or Winter lglesia Bethel
28 First Sunday after |29 30 31 1 Office 2 Office 3
Christmas 4-11pm 6:30pm NO Closed Closed
8:10 am Praise Practice |Gamer club Praise team Vets & Friends ... |INo V&F
8:45 am Worship practice Brunch  HappyNewlear - | Breakfast
9:45 am Fellowship pending 4‘ ;4,[" 6-8pm
11am-2pm D

Iglesia Bethel

Ladies Breakfast
will be on the 8th

Iglesia Bethel




“Calendar of Giving”

Once again we are doing our “Calendar of Giving”. We began November 17th, and will continue through
January 11th. On the calendar below is a suggested non-perishable food item for each day of the week. Pull top
lids are appreciated when possible as many do not have a means to open them. Also we have discovered that
many need to use a microwave to cook, stoves may not be available. We will place our non-perishables on the
altar in the boxes provided (near the tree once it is up). This collected food will go to the Emmanuel UMC neighbor-
hood pantry and to the area schools for children who need food on the weekends through the backpack program.

As you may recall, this is fo replace “CROP Walk”. If shopping for food is not your thing, we will gladly collect
money to donate to Church World Service, which also helps with food insecurity. Mark your financial donation as
“Church World Service”.

We hope everyone will participate in whatever way you are able. Some suggested bargain places to shop are...
Dollar General, Dollar Tree, and Aldi's, as well as your favorite store’'s weekly sale ads. Happy hunting!

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

December 14
Place your items
under the
sanctuary free
Granola bars

December 15
Canned
Chicken

December 16
Tuna
can or pouch

December 17
Canned
veggies

(with pull top)

December 18
Fruit
canned or cup

December 19
Cereadl

December 20
Granola bars

December 21

December 22

December 23

December 24

December 25

December 26

December 27

Place youritems | Peanut butter Rice Boxes of Chicken Fruit Microwavable
under the Pre-made Oatmeal Canned or |canned or cup| Macaroni and
sanctuary tree pouches packets pouches Cheese
Jam or Jelly
December 28 December 29 | December 30| December 31 January 1 January 2 January 3
Place your items Graham Canned Canned Peanut butter Instant Romen
under the Crackers Chicken soup Potato noodles
sanctuary tree (with pull top) pouches Bag or cups
Cereal
January 4 January 5 January 6 January 7 January 8 January 9 January 10
Fruit Cereal Canned Soup Boxes of Applesauce | Peanut butter | Ritz Crackers
canned or cup (with pull top) Oatmeal jar or cups
January 11 packets
Last Day to drop
off




Non Perishable Food Collections will now be
given to Emmanuel's Neighborhood Pantry. For
your convenience and higher visibility, we have
moved the collection container to the back of the
sanctuary.

No pressure, give as the spirit moves you.

We are now a collection site for plastic grocery
bags etc. The collection box is in the coat room.
Details can be found at the Connection Center.

Website: UMCS].ORG
Email: office@Qumcsj.org
Like us on Facebook

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:

9AM.-2P.M.
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY

Our 4th Quarter mission offering
will go to Salvation Army.
(Oct. Nov. Dec.)

T ' . . .. PR |

Did You Know?
If you have an old pair of eye glasses that

are no longer useful to you, you may donate

them to the Lion’s Club. Place them in the square buck-
et that is on the shelf next to the Connection Center
table. If you need help finding it, ask Deb Kraemer.

The Thompson Center is now the
Mary Beth Nienhaus Activity Center
Here is a hyper-link (you just need to click on it) which
is filled with all kinds of activities for those over 50
years of age.
They have moved to 3000 E. College Ave.
Senior Activity Center

Used Medical Equipment Needed
The Lions Clubs of the Fox Valley have joined
together to open a place that will loan out
medical equipment. We need to gather gen-
tly used and clean medical equipment listed
below.

e Wheelchairs

e Rollators

o Gait Belts

o Walkers

o Ice Machines

o Grabbers

o Canes

e Travel Chairs

e Crutches

o Toilet Risers/Commodes
e Bed Rails

e Knee Scooters

» Transfer Benches

e Shoe Horns

e Incontinence Supplies

Take to:
312 W. Northland Avenue, Appleton

Cans for COTS
(Community Outreach Transitional Shelter)

Did you know that St. James collects aluminum bever-
age cans? If you find that you don't know what to do with
yours, you may bring them in and we will recycle them.
There is a collection container near the furnace room. All
proceeds will go into the COTS mission.

Thanks to Chris & Rick Bahr for cashing in our cans and
always looking for the best value. To date we have
collected $259.75 since we began cashing in cans.

New participants are welcome to join this ministry at
any time. Each person makes a component of the meal
(such as dessert) at home, and then someone delivers
the completed meal. For more information, contact Kay
Christenson at christenson4@live.com.

What Is Phone Pals

Are you looking for volunteer work to fill the winter
days? Are you in need of companionship? Phone Pals is a
confidential telephone outreach program for homebound
adults, people with disabilities who live alone, and people
who lack a social support system.

Calls are from trained and vetted volunteers. You and
your volunteer agree on a time and how often to call.
There is no charge.

If you would like to volunteer to be someone's Phone
Pal, or sign up to receive calls from a Phone Pal, call Vol-
unteer Fox Cities at 920-832-9360. All volunteers are vet-
ted.
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